VI.

ENGINEER AND PROFESSOR.

IN the summer of 1831 there was a wedding party
at Cornwall. Mitcbel had been ordered to join his
company, then stationed at Fort Marion, St. Augus-
tine, Florida. Taking with them Mrs. Mitchel's
child by her former marriage, now a boy of three or
four years of age, they proceeded to the station with
the delightful anticipation of wandering through
orange groves and listening to the piping of the
nightingale. Their anticipations were realized. The
young couple had but little to do except to ride
under the trees and pluck the ripe oranges and listen
to the warbling of the birds. Mitchel's duties were
nominal. Save an occasional day's duty as officer of
the guard or officer of the day, an inspection or dress
parade, his time was almost entirely unoccupied.

These duties were altogether too light to satisfy
one who had already delivered temperance addresses
and appeared as civil engineer before boards of direc-
tors. Neither himself nor his wife had any means
upon which to begin the world in any other career.
But Mitchel never seemed to take pleasure in those
things which did not involve obstacles to be over-
come, and it has been seen that it was his disposition
not to calculate on the means by which he proposed
to accomplish objects so much as upon his own re-
sources and ingenuity. He served at Fort Marions-
